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time of Pralaya. Only Siva remained in the Maha Smasana
or the great cremation ground. Skulls, bones and ashes
were scattered every where. In order to prove His
timelessness and immortality he wore a garland of skulls
and bones. As ashes were capable of shedding fear and
protecting people from ailments and ever shining they were
adopted by him. He smeared the ashes on several parts of
his body. The only fitting place for the Lord, whose sport
is-destruction of all living beings, is the cremation ground
itself.
OTHER ATTRIBUTES: After the churning of the
Ocean of milk for Nectar, the Tortoise that supported
Mandhara mountain went amuck and was creating havoc.
Lord Siva destroyed it and wore its shell in his waist Lord
Narayana took the form of a wild boar to kill Hiranyaksha.
Succeeding in its purpose the Boar began to attack
everything it came across. Paramasiva destroyed the
animal and triumphantly wore its horn in His neck. Again
the man- lion, Narasimha became uncontrollable after
vanquishing Hiranya Kasipu. Mahadeva took the form of
a ferocious Sarabha, destroyed the Lion and wore its skin
as garment.
Once the Lord manifested Himself as a handsome
young beggar and was wandering quite naked in PitruVana
where a number of sages were engaged in the performance
of homa. Their ladies were infatuated. They were not able
to turn their gaze away from the naked beauty and
passionately followed Him. Noticing this, the sages became
furious. Their curses had no effect. They propelled
Apasmara on Siva to deprive Him of His mental faculties.
The Lord dwarfed the demon and trampled over it with
His right foot. Chanting mantras they let lose a deer, a tiger,
a trident, snakes, fire and several goblins, on the beggar,
who subjugated them all. They became powerful weapons,
garments, loyal servants of the intruder. The various